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 School Learning Plan

Hello Parents,

You are likely aware that after consultation with many groups, SD73 has a new strategic plan. 
Schools, including CSS are developing new school learning plans (SLP) as well. Based on 
provincial data, our own data, and my hands on knowledge of our school over the past few 
years, I submitted a draft plan in June. Our school learning plan is an important document as 
it drives where we focus our resources (time, money, energy) and what we prioritize. I 
engage staff around the SLP every single staff meeting and it hangs in a prominent location in 
my office and is often referenced.  

Our new plan focuses on two goals: Foundational learning (with our focus this year on 
numeracy); and sense of belonging, which our early data indicates we need to work on. 

We will be engaging staff, students, parents, and community at large over the next few 
months, inviting input to refine the draft plan. The perspective of all of these groups is 
important to help us develop effective interventions and plans.

Darren Coates, Principal
dcoates@sd73.bc.ca  
Office 250 674 3328
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https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-district-board/strategic-priorities-2022-2027.aspx
mailto:dcoates@sd73.bc.ca


Service Learning

This month CSS and district staff helped create an opportunity for students to demonstrate 
Social Responsibility (one of the Core Competencies) by splitting, delivering, and stacking 
wood for seniors within the community.

“People who are socially aware and responsible contribute to the well-being of their community”

This was truly a team effort which started with the pipe line crews who removed some 
timber from our right away and piled it for us last fall. It was then bucked to length by some 
of our seniors last year. This year Mr. Fraser arranged for the use of Wadleggers splitter 
which our students used to split the wood. Our grounds person, Penny Johnston, arranged 
delivery with her flat deck. Transportation and help stacking was provided by bus driver Bill 
Dowds. 

A great win all around by this team.
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https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies/personal-and-social


Service Learning
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Engaged Math Discussions

Mr. Dhanoa has worked very hard over the last number of years to modernize his 
instructional practices in his classroom, adopting the best practices of Peter Liljedahl from 
SFU who is recognized for work in developing “Thinking Classrooms”. I can see the results 
of this when I wonder by his room and often see students working in groups reasoning 
through problems. 

CLEARWATER SECONDARY   OF  4 6

https://www.peterliljedahl.com


Well Gray Community Forest

I can’t overstate how impactful funding from the Wells Gray Community Forest has been for 
students at CSS. Over my time at CSS this funding has touched every single area of the 
school, providing opportunities for students that are truly outstanding. Many do not realize 
that because of this funding CSS students have opportunities that in many ways outstrip 
what any secondary school in the district has to offer. Our upper gym is better equipped than 
any other school our size and most that are five times larger. Our shop is as well equipped as 
any other with per student access eclipsing any other school. Our athletic fees are a fraction 
of many other school due because we have not had to down load the cost of jerseys on to 
student athletes. One of the latest projects funded by the WGCF was the purchase of two high 
end microscopes for use in our senior science classes. 

We are deeply thankful for the support. 
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Food Program at CSS

A big thank you to Mrs. Cooperman and the student volunteers who are the engine that 
make our food program happen. Mrs. Cooperman regularly comes to school at 7:30 and 
orchestrates some truly amazing breakfasts for our students. Our food program runs every 
long break as well as some mornings and lunch hours. Funded by Breakfast Club of Canada, 
BC Fruit and Veggie Program, Community Links, and the United Way.
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