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Feedback from our Graduates

We often have graduates who come back and visit us, either at winter break or in June when 
they are done school. We really appreciate having them back in the building for a few days. 
They typically volunteer in various roles and we also collect feedback from them. My two 
standard questions are  . . . 

“What did we do well?” 

“What could we have done more of?”.

 The three themes that emerged over the last year were hard deadlines, citations, and exams. 
Although it is not currently popular in the world of education to have hard deadlines, our 
graduates told us repeatedly that learning to deal with hard deadlines helped them be 
prepared for post secondary, and most parents I talk with feel that occasionally having a hard 
deadline is a good preparation for the world of work. To that end I have once again 
encouraged staff to include well publicized hard deadlines in their practice. Our graduates 
told us what they learned about citations was very valuable and based on this we are going 
to include more of this across classes. Lastly graduates told us that having to write a final 
exam in high school was a valuable experience and I have suggested that teachers to provide 
this experience to students. 

I encourage you to help your child plan and prepare for final exams and assessments as they 
are announced over the next week. This may include setting aside time and a quiet space free 
of distractions for them to review.

Darren Coates, Principal, dcoates@sd73.bc.ca
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Annual PAC Turkey Lunch

The last day prior to Christmas break, we once again had an excellent meal and celebrated 
the season with students, parents, and members of the community. It was a chance to hear 
our bands play, judge ugly sweaters and be thankful. A big thank you to all the parents and 
community members, including our Mayor, who came out and helped.
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Annual PAC Turkey Lunch - School Garden Connection

I should also mention that a portion of the food served came from our school garden, planted 
and harvested by our students. 
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Micro-greens

Kris at the Wild Flower Cafe has partnered with the school and is using our micro greens as a 
locally sourced part of her product. The micro greens are grown at the school by students 
under the direction of Mrs. Petrie.
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Highlighting Student Work

A regular part of recognition assemblies is highlighting student work, and its connection to 
the core competencies. This allows their good work to be shared with the entire school and 
gives them practice presenting with the support of their teacher. This time round we had 
three shop projects and one video showing a student work in 3D animation.
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Hands on Science

One of the great things about science is the hands on nature of labs. Student typically enjoy 
the learning and the experience deepens their understanding of the theory.  Here a student is  
extracting DNA from fruit. 
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Junior Council

CSS has a long tradition of an active student council and of participation in civic politics with 
the Junior Council program. Over the years this has been an invaluable program that 
connects our youth with leaders in the community, fostering engagement and a deeper 
understanding of the processes involved in local government. Here is our Junior Council 
being sworn in. 
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